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Signatl 



Reply Brief under 37 C.F-R, S41.4\ 

Sir: 

The following is submitted in reply to the Examiner's Answer 
dated September 08 r 2005 . It is respectfully submitted that appel- 
lants stand by their position taken in the main Brief on Appeal. 

It is noted that the Examiner has essentially reiterated her 
original position. Additionally, the Examiner now appears to argue 
regarding the issue (2) that the reference of Tropsch et al* to 
"polyvinylamins" and to "vinyl imidazole" to be a reference to mono- 
mers meeting the provisions of our component (e). 1 ) However, neither 
component meets the provisions of appellants constituent (e) which is 
required to have "at least two ethylenically unsaturated, nonconju- 
gated double bonds". 

It is respectfully urged that a "polyvinylamine" is a polymer 
formed by polymerization of the vinyl group(s) of vinylamine<s) (or 
precursors thereof) so that polyvinylamine does not comprise unconju- 

1) Cf. pages 5 and 6 and pages 9 and 10 of the Examiner's Answer. 
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gated double bond B vhich are suitable for cross-linking. Similarly, 
vinyllmidazole" does not: contain "at least two ethylenically unsatu- 
rated, nonconj^atod double bonds- and is therefore also outside of 
the realm of the constituents (e) referenced in appellants' claims. 

Appellants respectfully reiterate their request that the Examin- 
er's rejection 

- of appellants' Claims 1 to 13 and 15 under 35 u.S.C. 8103(a) 
based on the teaching of uhl et al. , 

- of appellants' Claims 1 to 13 and 15 under 35 U.S.C. S103(a) 
based on the teaching of Tropsoh et al., and 

- of appellants' Claims 1 to 13 and 15 under the judicially created 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting based on claims 1 
to 13 of Tropsch et al . ; 

be reversed. Favorable action is solioited. 

Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the 
filing of this paper, including Extension of Time fees, to Deposit 
Account Wo. 14.1437. Please credit any excess fees to such deposit 
account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Novak Druce DeLuca & Quigg, llp 



Jason D. Voight 
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